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Mars has been a large focus in US planetary exploration and, more
recently, of international space agencies. Space missions (with rovers,
landers, and orbiters) have increased our understanding of ancient and
present Mars, and whether Mars had or has conditions that would allow
life to emerge and persist.

Dr. Bonnie Teece will first review Martian geochemistry and the organic
molecules found on its surface, detailing the preservation of ancient

(billions of years old) organic molecules and whether they could be
preserved today.

Dr. Brandi Carrier will then review Mars missions and discuss the
samples currently being collected by NASA’s Perseverance rover. She
will also highlight future mission concepts and plans for Mars

for more astrobiology. | e
information '
go to

kiss.caltech.edu
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